Gold Bead Preparation

Mix 30mg BIO-RAD 1um Gold Beads (1652263) with 1ml fresh absolute (100%) EtOH in a siliconized micro-centrifuge tube.

Sonicate for 2 mins, pulse spin 3 secs, remove liquid.

Repeat EtOH wash twice more with sonication.

Add 1ml sterile H2O.

Sonicate for 2 mins, pulse spin 3 secs, remove liquid.

Repeat H2O wash once more with sonication.

Resuspend beads in 500ul 50% sterile Glycerol 

(Cf 60mg/ml).

DNA Precipitation

Sonicate beads/glycerol 2 mins.

Aliquot 10ul suspended beads per bombardment to siliconized microtube.

Note: The following volumes are per bombardment!
Add 1ul (1mg/ml) DNA, vortex 1 minute.

Add 10ul 2.5M CaCl2, vortex 1 minute.

Add 4ul 0.1M Spermidine, vortex 10 minutes.

Pulse spin 3 secs, remove liquid.

Add 30ul 70% EtOH, brief vortex, resuspend.

Pulse spin 3 secs, remove liquid.

Add 30ul 100% EtOH, brief vortex, resuspend.

Pulse spin 3 secs, remove liquid.

Add10ul 100% EtOH, vortex 3 minutes, sonicate 2 seconds, immediately

aliquot 10ul bead/DNA to autoclaved macrocarrier/holder.

Dry macrocarriers in vacuum jar with Drierite until blast.
